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tribution.1 It has been hinted that a high per capita water
consumption is evidence of an advanced urban civilization;
but it is also, to some extent at least, a sign of that
readiness to tolerate waste which too often characterizes
the authorities in all departments of American city admin-
istration. This is particularly true of water used for public
purposes in parks, civic buildings, and the like.

To say that the American city must provide, every day
in the year; one hundred gallons of water for every man,
woman, and child in its population is a statement that will
startle most people. What does a city do with two tons of
water per family each day? Obviously, no such quantity
of water is used for personal and domestic use. Where,
then, does it go? Public requirements, in the first place,
account for perhaps 10 per cent of it. The fire-protection
service, for instance, uses a great deal of water at times;
but, after all, large fires occur so rarely that the average
consumption of water by this service is a very small factor
in the total.2 For sprinkling streets, watering parks, and
flushing sewers a good deal of water is daily required. Then
the public fountains, watering-troughs, sanitary depots,
together with the use of water in police stations, fire stations,
schoolhouses, and other public buildings, all combine to
make the city a large customer. It is difficult to form an
accurate estimate of these combined requirements, but to
say that ten gallons per capita are needed each day for all
these public purposes would not be making too liberal an
allowance. No one can well complain if a free and even
lavish use of water is made in such public services; in
point of general safety, comfort, and convenience they are

1 From the standpoint of merely curtailing waste it rarely pays to
meter over 75 per cent of the entire water-distribution services.   It is
usual to begin metering  the  tenements, factories, shops, stores, and
apartment houses, leaving the separate dwelling houses in the best res-
idential areaa of the city till toward the last*    Consequently the greater
portion of the waste has been checked long before the entire work is
finished,

2 Of. below, p. 343,